My Experience fromM Trip to Japan

Carol yn Ruth Sabol
From Decenber 2 to 16, 2014

Stayed in Aira-city,

In December of 2014, | got to accomplish my dream;
gotoJapan. | gotto do something that | never tho
todo,andafteritall,Ihavetosaythatitwas

ofmy life. And Iwillnever forgetthe peoplel ha

that | have made while | was there.

Kagoshi ma

| got the opportunity to
ughtlwould ever be able
probablythebestexperience
ve met, orthe experiences

llivedinthetownofAira,whichresidedintheK

I lived with the Yamashita family, and | had host p
host siblings. My parents are nurses, and they acce
with open arms. My sister Sumire, who is sixteen ye
ConversationClubatherschoolandisverygoodat
Taiga,whoisfourteenyearsold,isin Trackand F

and heis very good. And my youngest brother Eisho,
very energetic and cute.

Ilivein Auburn, Californiaand I've lived alone w

my life, and living with the Yamashita family for t

to have gotten to stay with such a big family. | ha

but our age gaps are so large, that when | was grow
grown up, so | loved having siblings who were close

agoshimaprefectureinJapan.
arents as well as three
pted me into their home
arsold, isinan English
speakingEnglish.Mybrother
ield athis middle school,
whoistenyearsold, is

ith my mother for most of
wo weeks made me so happy
ve three older brothers,
ing up, they were already
r to my age.
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Where | stayed in Aira was in Kajiki. The town was very scenic, with a side
of Japanthatlhadnotseenvery muchofpriorto mytrip. Theclimate seemed
tobesimilartoAuburnduringthattimeoftheyea r,exceptmaybeabitcolder.

When Sumire and | would walk home after school, the area that we walked was
very peaceful, withbarelyany carsonthe streets. Buttherewerealsolarge
spiders that were commonly seen in webs above where we walked. I'm not very
nervousaroundspiders, unlesstheyarebig,andev enthough Sumiresaidthat
they were harmless, | still got scared when | would notice one above me.
Apparently the spiders were used for spider fights, known as Kumo-Gassen.
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Kajiki High School was a very nice school thatwas
mytimetherealot,andlwasabletoseedifferen
school, Placer High School. One thing was that they
after lunchit’s cleaning time for the whole school
classcleanthegirls’bathroomthatwasonourlev

time was done every day of school. Also, during lun
eitherinthecafeteriaorintheirclassroom.AtP

eat outside of the cafeteria by the gymnasium, and
ofleavingtheschoolforlunchiftheywantedto,

they wanted to around the school. Classes were also
necessarily the subjects, but the students stayed i
in-between classes, and the teachers would walk to
different classes, so that was pretty different to
youhadthesameclassmatesforthefullyearfore
schoolsinAmericahavethestudentsgetnewclasse
and for every daily class there would be different
yougot2ormoreclasseswithafriendforasemes
nice to me atKajikiHigh School, especially the En
class,whohelped mealot. Sumire’s classmates, fr
wereveryeagertotalktome, andtheywereveryn
rude studentateither ofthe schoolslwenttoin

was a nice mix with the students, where during the
teachers their attention and respect and were quiet
Andduring breaksin-between classes, lunchtime, a
livelyandcomparabletomanyAmericanteenagers.A
feltlike there were students who were eitherrespe
pleasantly surprised by the students at Kajiki High
High School.

also quite big. I enjoyed
cesbetweenKHSandmyhigh
don’t have janitors, so
.Ihelped girls from our
eloftheschool. Andcleaning
chtime, the students ate
lacermyfriendsandlwould
students had the choice
andstudentscouldeatwhere
quite different, not
n their classrooms
different classrooms for
me, and it was nice that
veryclass,whilemanyhigh
shalfwaythroughtheyear,
students. Itwas lucky if
ter. Theteacherswerevery
glishteacherof Sumire’s
iends, and other students
ice.lhadnotmetasingle
Kajiki. Ifoundthatthere
classes, they gave the
unless asked otherwise.
nd afterschooltheywere
tmyhighschool,itusually
ctful orlively, solwas
Schooland KajikiJunior
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The students attending Kajiki Junior High School re
classmates from my middle school, and | had many go
justforbeing at Taiga's middle school for two day
cute,andeventhoughtheirEnglishwasn'tasgood
werestillsoeagertotalkwithme.Afterschool,

partook in sports, the majority of students in Kaji
andwouldpracticeafterschool, Taigapracticedwi
everyday, evenwith ahurtknee, he would stillgo

out of his own freewill. He was very dedicated.

minded me a lot of my
od memories brought back
s. The students were very
astheHighSchool’s,they
Igottoseehowmanystudents
ki were on sports teams
thhisTrackandFieldteam
anddoasmuchas he could

InJapan,lgottodosomanythingslhadnever
gottentodobefore;lgottorideonatrain,
Igottorideonaferry lgottoseetheactive
volcanoSakurajima,lgottosingkaraokewith
Sumire and our friends where they threw a
WelcomePartyforme,lgottogotoaJapanese
movietheaterandwatchamoviewithmyfamily,
IgottoseeKumamotocastleandgotothetop
with my family, | gotto take Purikura photo
booth pictures with friends and family, and
Igottoeatfoodsthatareeithernotimported

to America or are made differently. I'm
unbelievablyhappythatigottodoeverything
that I did in Japan.
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The two weeks that | spent in Japan were the happie
and | feel like | will never be able to thank every
enough for giving me the experiences that | got. |
longer, but I'm grateful that | at least got to sta

sure if I will ever be able to go back, but 'm goi

goal to earn enough money to go back as soon as pos
to live my dream this year, so now my new dream is
tolearn more Japanese so that | can express all of
this experience.

To any American students who are like me, and don’t
able to go to Japan because you know you wouldn’tb
itis your dreamto go to Japan, | wish you luck wi

like mine, and | hope you can achieve it soon.

st two weeks of my life,
one | encountered there
wish | could have stayed
y fortwo weeks.  am not
ng to make it my personal
sible for a visit. | got
to go back and visit, and
the gratitude | have for

think you would ever be
e able to afford it, but
th getting an opportunity
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